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A note from the editor
It is my great privilege, as the current editor of Kid-
ney International, to present this Festschrift in Honor of
Thomas E. Andreoli, M.D. Tom has spent the entirety
of his professional life in the field of nephrology. He
was President of the American Society of Nephrology
from 1993 to 1994, and of the International Society of
Nephrology from 1999 to 2001. Perhaps his most dis-
tinctive achievement was his editorship of Kidney In-
ternational, the official journal of the ISN, from 1984 to
1997—13 years—an incredible run by an incredible man.
In anticipation of his upcoming presidency of the ISN,
Tom turned over the reigns of the journal to me in 1997.
He now serves as Editor Emeritus, although, in his own
words, not as an overbearing “mother-in-law,” but as a
trusted adviser and friend. His counsel is priceless be-
cause his commitment to the journal and the ISN is unwa-
vering. He continues to believe that Kidney International
is the primary magnet to attract and retain members in
the ISN, and that its scientific quality must never be com-
promised by more “practical” concerns.
During his presidency of the ISN, he was responsible
for increasing the participation of the Management Com-
mittee in the conduct of ISN affairs and in formulating a
mission statement for the ISN, which was an “advance of
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nephrology world-wide.” Further, the mission statement
reads, “the ISN will enhance on a global level, knowledge,
research, clinical practice, and leadership in nephrology,
all according to local needs.” In partial fulfillment of that
mission, he focused on the financial impact and the neces-
sity of electronic publishing, he increased involvement of
developing countries in ISN affairs, he reorganized the
functions of COMGAN, he identified potential competi-
tion in international education, he enhanced the ties be-
tween industry and the ISN, and he developed guidelines
for presentation of the ISN awards. It was an ambitious
agenda by any standard, but one in which Tom immersed
himself.
Finally, I must say that I have always been able to rely
on Tom’s honesty and integrity, regardless of whether the
issue at hand was professional or private. He is most cer-
tainly one of a kind, and the University of Arkansas in
Little Rock has been the beneficiary of his extraordinary
mind, his generous heart, and his professional standing.
We are all lucky that Tom has passed our way and that he
has let us share in his life’s journey.
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